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Description

For 50 years, modernist Grete Prytz Kittelsen plied her craft as an artist alongside names like Mies,
Wright and Eames, but her work these days is only recognized by connoisseurs.

Karianne Bjellas Giljie is out to change all that.

Her new book on Kittelsen’s work, based on 100 interviews in the ten years before her death in 2010,
is due out from W. W. Norton in May.

“She was a fantastic designer,” Gilje says of the Norwegian modern master.  “I started collecting her
work when I was a student, picking up pieces in flea markets and second-hand stores.  I was shocked
that there was no book on her work, because there are so many well-known items.”

Her 288-page coffee-table book covers Kittelsen’s entire oeuvre, with text by leading Norwegian design
scholars.  Each describes her career within the context of midcentury modern design, and the
collections for which she received the Grand Prix at the Milan Triennalle in 1954.  More than 500 color
photos of her work are included, many of the pieces from Kittelsen’s own collection. 

Words like brilliant are frequently used to describe her palette.

“She wanted people to react to their surroundings – to give energy to a gray day,” Gilje, the head of
programs at the Foundation for Design and Architecture in Norway, says.  “She wanted to add light and
color to a normal day.”

The artist came from a family of goldsmiths, and could have pursued that career, but chose instead to
create art for use by millions of people  in everyday life.  She married an architect whose outlook on
design was swiftly changed by a 1949 meeting with Charles and Ray Eames at Chicago’s Art Institute. 
Together they built a 1950s modernist home in the woods near Oslo.

“They became Norway’s Charles and Ray Eames,” Gilje says.

For more information, go to http://books.wwnorton.com/books/978-0-393-73331-0/
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